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1. Since the invention relating to the following claims of 
the present application is an invention described in the 
following publications, which were in circulation in Japan or 
abroad prior to the submission of the present application, or 
is an invention which could have been publicly used through 
electric communication lines, therefore, in accordance with 
Patent Law Article 29 Section 1, No. 3, a patent may not be 
granted. 

2. The invention relating to the following claims of the 
present application could easily have been invented prior to 
the present application by a person of ordinary skill in the 
field of technology pertaining to the invention, based on the 
invention described in the following publications, which have 
been in circulation in Japan or abroad prior to the present 
application, or which could be publicly used through electric 
communication lines. Therefore, in accordance with Patent 
Law Article 29 Section 2, a patent may not be granted. 

Record (See the Reference Citation List to obtain the 
citation) 

Claim 1, and 5-7 
Reasons 1 and 2 
Citations 1 and 2 

Remarks : 

Particular reference is made to Figure 2 and the related 
explanatory section of Citation 1. 

Particular reference is made to Figure 3 and the related 
explanatory section of Citation 2. 

In addition, in Citation 1, no reference is made to a 
changing quality layer. However, as a result of executing a 
groove formation process, the form of the changing quality 
layer is anticipated as being the result of relative 
thickness, rather than being due to the upper process or the 
lower process. 



At the present time, no grounds for rejection have been found 
with respect to the invention relating to claims other than 
those specified within the written Notice of Grounds for 
Rejection. In the event that further reasons for rejection 
are discovered in the future, you will be notified of such 
reasons . 

Reference Citation List 

1. Patent Table 2003-533025 

2. Japanese Laid Open Patent Publication 2002-110644 
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